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*WHAT THE COMMUNITY OWES THE 
LIBRARY. 


J. 1. Wyer, Jr., State Librarian, New York. 


During the past 50 years the free public 
library has been passing through its experi- 
mental period, trying to discover its precise 
point of attachment in a complex social or- 
der, and to determine and evolve its proper 
functions and the scope of its activities. By 
now, the notion of what a public library 
shall be and do has become pretty definite. 
Its place in our intellectual life, as an insti- 
tution and not an appurtenance, seems se- 
curely fixed. During these 50 years what 
the library owes the community has been 
much discussed. It is proper that this side 
of the question should have been first con- 
sidered before inquiring too strictly into re- 
ciprocal obligations. What the library can 
do for the community is being demonstrated 
every day in every corner of the land. 
There are some things which the com- 
munity owes the library. 

Every community owes it to itself to have 
a library. It is no longer necessary to sup- 





*Summary of the president’s address at the 
Pasadena meeting of the A. L. A., reprinted 
ae ssion from Public Libraries, June, 





port this statement by elaborate argument. 
Once a library is started, a community as- 
sumes obligations which perhaps are less 
generally recognized than would be well. 

The library is entitled to a board of trus- 
tees in which partisan politics and per- 
sonal self-seeking have no place. These 
trustees should be active, clear-headed men 
of affairs, of large acquaintance with the 
city’s business; men who are open-minded 
and free from pledge or prejudice, who rec- 
ognize the expert and specialized character 
of library work, and who are content to leg- 
islate in its behalf, leaving the details of 
executive management to the librarian and 
his staff. 

The community owes the library a com- 
petent staff selected upon grounds of fitness 
as shown by temperament, training or ex- 
perience, without undue emphasis upon the 
need of the candidate or the accident of 
local residence. 

The community owes the library a rea- 
sonable financial support based primarily 
upon demonstrated competence of the 
library authorities to spend money wisely 
and with results wholly satisfactory to the 
community. 

The community owes the library a taste- 
ful, substantial, adequate building, the inte- 
rior planned by library people for library 
purposes, and the whole set upon an appro- 
priate central site. 

The public library is still so new in many 
places that it is fairly entitled to open- 
mindedness and patience, and the fullest 
possible understanding of its work and 
needs on the part of those persons and in- 
stitutions that are potent in civic affairs 
and in the molding of public opinion. Its 








money needs should never be made the tail 
of the kite of any political party. Its staff 
should never be considered as offering even 
indirect opportunities for patronage. It 
should welcome criticism and be ready to 
meet it, but both praise and blame should 
be discriminating and informed. Its work 
should be such that public men and influ- 
ential citizens will be ready to say a good 
word for it. If it is not, the leaders in any 
community should be ready to lend a hand 
and render it a real service in the direction 
of making it all that it should be. 

These obligations on the part of the com- 
munity, despite the commercial sound of 
the phrase, are very unlike those attaching 


to parties to a commercial contract where’ 


each is seeking its own gain and is willing 
to secure it at the expense of another. The 
reciprocal obligations recognized between 
library and community are really but mu- 
tual privileges arranged between members 
of the same social family. This being true, 
there should be no hint of suspicion or dis- 
trust between the library and any part of 
its community. The frankest understand- 
ing, the heartiest co-operation, should at all 
times characterize both library and com- 
munity in mutual relations. It should be 
borne in mind at all times that whatever 
either interest gains or gives up is not lost 
to the community at all, but that whatever 
benefits either the library or the community 
benefits both. 

The library should recognize that these 
obligations on the part of the community 
do not wholly go without say. They must 
always be predicated upon desert. The 
more the library deserves, the more it may 
reasonably expect, and the more it will 
surely get in both material and moral sup- 
port. 

No community, unaided, can make a good 
library. No poor library can arouse and 
hold the interest of any community as fully 
as should be the case. There is an interre- 
lation, an interaction between library and 
community which can alone achieve the 
ideal relation and conditions. The right 
sort of a library board and a competent 
library staff can arouse the interest of a 
community in the library in a way wholly 
undreamed of by any community which has 
never known the best service. Per contra, 
a community earnestly interested in secur- 
ing the best library and having within itself 








a handful of zealous spirits, can ‘Salvanize 
into commendable activity the most listless, 
incompetent and inert library management. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
Pasadena Conference, 1911. 


A party of seven from Minneapolis anq 
St. Paul left on the evening of May 12, ang 
joined the A. L. A. special train at Kansas 
City on Sunday morning. The journey over 
the Santa Fe route was most interesting 
and surprisingly comfortable. Short stops 
were made at Albuquerque and Laguna, 
where the Indian villages were visited, ang 
early Tuesday morning the party found 
itself on the brink of the Grand Canyon, 
where two days were spent, the various 
members driving around the rim, walking 
or riding mules to the bottom, according to 
their several abilities. The overpowering 
beauty of this “Titan of Chasms” must be 
seen to be appreciated. 

After leaving the canyon on Wednesday 
evening, Pasadena was reached the follow- 
ing afternoon, and the beautiful valleys and 
flower gardens of southern California 
seemed all the more charming after cross- 
ing the alkali plains in the morning. The 
Maryland Hotel proved a most delightful 
headquarters, and the local committee had 
made every possible arrangement for the 
comfort and pleasure of the guests, the 


| roses in every room on their arrival being 


but one of many charming courtesies. 

The unavoidable absence of President 
Wyer and of both vice-presidents was a 
source of much regret, but the unusual ex- 
cellence of the program should be credited 
largely to the president and will mark with 
success the adininistration of 1911. In the 
absence of the president, the ex-presidents 
presided at different sessions, and it was 
particularly fitting that Mr. Green of 
Worcester, who was president of the A. L. 
A. at the conference held in California 20 
years ago should respond to the address of 
welcome on the first evening. 

The general theme of the meeting was 
the library and the community, and the first 
general session was opened with the 
president’s address on What the community 
owes the library, read by Mr. W. C. Lane 
of Harvard. Addresses on various phases 
of this subject were as follows: Exploita 
tion of the public library: A. E. Bostwick, 
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st, Louis public library; The effect of the 
commission plan of city government on pub- 
lic libraries: Alice S. Tyler, Iowa Library 
Commission; Branch library problems: C. 
H. Brown, Brooklyn public library and Clara 
sb, Howard, Carnegie library, Pittsburgh; 
Municipal civil service as affecting libra- 
ries: J. T. Jennings, Seattle public library. 
A joint session with the League of Library 
Commissions was devoted to library exten- 
gion, with papers on The administrative 
units in library extension: the township, 
county, state, etc., by M. S. Dudgeon, Wis- 
consin free library commission; California 
county libraries, by Harriet G. Eddy, Cali- 
fornia State Library, followed by a discus- 
sion on County libraries in Oregon by Mary 
F. Isom, Portland and Ohio county libraries 
by Corinne Metz. Mr. Hopper of Tacoma 
presented a paper on The basis of support 
for public library work. 

Addresses from those outside the library 
profession were given by Willard Hunting- 
ton Wright, literary editor Los Angeles 
Times, Francis F. Browne, editor of The 
Dial, Pres. Benjamin Ide Wheeler and Ar- 
thur Henry Chamberlain of the University 
of California and J. A. B. Scherer, President 
Throop polytechnic institute, Pasadena, 


At the final session a California program 
was given, with addresses by Governor Hi- 
ram Johnson on state issues, including the 
“recall” and “initiative and referendum”; 
Lincoln Steffens, who urged librarians to take 
a keener interest in public affairs and aid in 
promoting civic righteousness; and George 
Wharton James, who extolled the marvel- 
ous products of California in history, litera- 
ture, science and art, as well as in fruit, 
grain, minerals, etc. 

The officers elected for the coming year 
are: President, Mrs. Theresa West Elmen- 
dorf, vice-librarian, Buffalo public library; 
first vice-president, Henry E. Legler, libra- 
rian, Chicago public library; second vice- 
president, Mary W. Plummer, director of 
the New York City library school. 

In addition to the joint session already 
noted, the League of Library Commissions 
held two sessions, one devoted to business 
and committee reports, and the other to a 
round table on the relation of library com- 
missions to educational extension, conduct- 
ed by Cornelia Marvin, Oregon library com- 
mission. The first section of the Children 
librarians’ section was a public meeting un- 








der the auspices of the Pasadena women’s 
club, with an address illustrated with lan- 
tern slides, on Children’s rooms in libraries: 
Why? by Henry E. Legler, Chicago public 
library. At the second session there were 
round table discussions on Intermediate 
work, Library work in summer play- 
grounds, Problems involved in work with 
schools, Reference work with children, and 
Work with children in small libraries. 


During the week in Pasadena the associa- 
tion was given an auto ride about the city, 
and a trolley trip through Los Angeles and 
its suburbs to the beaches, and excursions 
were made to Catalina Island, Mt. Lowe, 
Riverside and Redlands. 

A party of nearly 100 left Pasadena on 
Saturday morning for the trip up the coast 
to San Francisco, stopping at Santa Bar- 
bara, Del Monte, the big trees near Santa 
Cruz, San Jose and Palo Alto. This jour- 
ney was in the nature of a royal progress, 
as the most cordial hospitality and delight- 
ful entertainment were provided at each 
place, and the impression which remains 
was that not only Pasadena and Los An- 
geles, but all California were the hosts of 
the A. L. A. 

After two delightful days in San Fran- 
cisco, where the program included a visit 
to the new Chinatown, an auto ride through 
Golden Gate Park, luncheon at the Cali- 
fornia Club, the ascent of Mt. Tamalpais, 
and a day at Oakland and Berkeley, the 
party divided, about 55 leaving for the Yo- 
semite Valley Friday evening, others com- 
ing directly East, with stops at Sacramento, 
Salt Lake City, Manitou and Denver, and 
still others going on to Portland and re- 
turning home by the northern route. 

There were over 500 registered at the con- 
ference, with a large proportion from Cali- 
fornia and the Pacific Northwest. Those 
attending from Minnesota were: Mrs. Hel- 
en J. McCaine, St. Paul public library, Mr. 
E. J. Lien, State Librarian, Mr. D. L. Kings- 
bury, Minnesota Historical Society, Misses 
Cloud, Seely, Jordan, Gilbert and Lane from 
the Minneapolis public library, Miss Grant 
of the Winona Normal and Miss Baldwin 
from the Library Commission. All of these 
excepting Mr. Lien and Mr. Kingsbury went 
out with the special party, Mrs. McCaine 
and Miss Baldwin, continuing with the party 
through the Yosemite and returning home 
through the Canadian Rockies, while the 











others spent some time in California and 
returned independently. 


The conference of 1912 will undoubtedly | 


in Ottawa, Canada, which offers faculty of the Wisconsin Library School 


be held 


| 
| 


many attractions and should draw a large | 


delegation from Minnesota. 


SUMMER LIBRARY CONFERENCE. 
Madison, Wis., July 12-26. 

The problems relating to the library as a 
distinct factor in community life are to be 
discussed at a Summer Library Conference 
held in Madison from July 12 to 26, under 
the management of the Wisconsin Library 
Commission. 

Everyone interested in library work is in- 
vited to attend this conference—librarians, 
assistants, apprentices, trustees, and inter- 
ested citizens. Library workers from other 
states as well as those from Wisconsin will 
be made welcome. In fact, it is planned to 
make it an Interstate Conference and this 
invitation is extended with the approval of 
the Library Commissions of Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, and Minnesota. Since so few in our 
region were able to attend this year’s A. L. 
A. Conference on the Pacific coast, this 
meeting will serve in a measure to take its 
place. All library workers are urged to co- 
operate in making this conference success- 
ful and inspiring. All who register should 
remain for the two weeks; but the subjects 
have been so grouped as to make it possible 
for trustees and others to come for only 
that work in which they are especially in- 
terested. 

The programme for the two weeks will be 
grouped around four main subjects as fol- 
lows: 

I. Problems of administration, Wednes- 

day, July 12—Saturday, July 15. 
II. Extension and publicity, Monday, July 
17—Wednesday, July 19. 


III. Children’s work, Thursday, July 20— 


Saturday, July 22. 
IV. Book-selection, Monday, July 24—Wed- 
nesday, July 26. 


Addresses will be given by many promi- | 








will be led by secretaries of the library com. 
missions of Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Minne. 
sota and Wisconsin, and by members of the 


Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen, the success. 
ful story teller and teacher of children’s ]jt. 
erature from the School of Education, hj. 
cago, has been engaged to lead the discys. 
sion on children’s work, and will give 
course of lectures on the selection of stories 
and the principles of story telling, giving 
practical demonstrations. The lectures ip 
book selection will be given by Miss Elva f, 
Bascom, editor of the A. L. A. Booklist, 
Every morning at 8:30 o’clock there wil] 
be an assembly, at which sociological anq 
practical subjects will be discussed by mem. 
bers of the University of Wisconsin faculty 
and others. At 9 o’clock a lecture will be 
given, followed by an open parliament, in 
charge of an appointed leader, for the dis. 
cussion of library problems as related to the 
whole community life. There will be one 
afternoon lecture daily, and the rest of the 


| day will be free for informal discussion, for 





nent library workers including Mrs. H. L. | 
Elmendorf, vice-librarian of the Buffalo pub- | 
lic library and president of the A. L. A., Mr. | 


Henry E. Legler, librarian of the Chicago 
public library, Miss Mary E. Ahern, editor 
of Public Libraries, Mr. 


secretary of the A. L. A., and discussions 








G. B. Utley, | 


94 


round tables on any technical subjects that 
may be desired, and for out of door recrea- 
tion. 

Recreation, as an important part of sum- 
mer life, will not be overlooked during the 
conference. There will be organized several 
picnics, boat rides and tramps that will give 
opportunity to enjoy the beautiful country 
and lakes about Madison. 

A fee of $3 will be charged for the two 
weeks. Rooms in Madison can be engaged 
from $2.50 to $4 per week. Meals at a 
moderate cost can be secured at several 
good restaurants near the Library School. 

It is hoped that a number of Minnesota 
librarians may plan to attend this confer- 
ence, and all those who can do so are urged 
to apply at their earliest convenience to 

Miss Mary Emogene Hazeltine, 
Wisconsin Library Commission, 
Madison, Wis. 


ROUND TABLE MEETINGS. 


Two Harbors. A round table meeting was 
held at Two Harbors, April 19th with an 
attendance of ten librarians, and the mem- 
bers of the 1'wo Harbors library board, nearly 
all of whom were present at part of the ses 
sions. The libraries of Duluth, Cloquet, Hib 
bing, Superior, Wis., and Two Harbors (both 
public and school) were represented. Dr. 
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Budd, president of the library board wel- 
comed the visitors, and turned the meeting 
over to the Secretary of the Commission, 
who presided. The morning session was de- 
yoted to phases of library extension and ad- 
yertising. In the discussion of county ex- 
tension, Miss Borresen gave a most interest- 
ing report of the work recently undertaken 
in Lake Co. and the selection of books for 
foreign readers was a topic of special inter- 
est to all of the libraries represented. ln 
the afternoon the reciprocal relations of the 
library and the municipality were considered, 
including on the one hand what the library 
should expect in the way of taxation and the 
proper administration of funds, and on the 
other hand the library as a civic center em- 
phasizing its work for all efforts towards 
civic betterment, the use of the building by 
clubs and associations and for lectures and 
exhibitions. 


The library board entertained their guests 
at luncheon in the parlors of the Methodist 
Church and afterwards, through the courtesy 
of Mr. Owens of the Duluth and Iron Range 
R. R., were given a ride around the harbor 
on the wonderful fire-tug Torrent, which per- 
formed for the entertainment of the libra- 
rians. The party was landed at the new 
steel ore-docks, and after examining this 
unique structure, returned to the station in a 
special car. 

Rochester. The meeting at Rochester on 
April 28 had the largest attendance of any 
round table meeting which has been held by 
the Commission. There were 18 librarians 
and trustees present, in addition to those 
from Rochester, representing the libraries cf 
Chatfield, Dodge Center, Kasson, Mankato, 
Northfield, Plainview, Red Wing, Rochester, 
Spring Valley and Zumbrota. These places 
vary in size and include some of the oldest 
as well as some of the youngest libraries in 
the state, and the reports of various meth- 
ods of work were of unusual interest. Topics 
discussed were taxation and the library bud- 
get, the library as a civic center, library ex- 
tension, and loan desk records. The meet- 
ing was called to order at 10 o’clock, and at 1 
o'clock a delicious luncheon was served at 
the home of C. W. Blakely, president of the 
Rochester library board. Following the 
luncheon, the guests were given an automo- 
bile ride about the city, before leaving on the 
afternoon trains. 


Club Meetings. Library interests have 








been presented through representatives of 
the Commission at the recent district meet- 
ings of the State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. At Dodge Center, April 27, the gen- 


eral theme of the meeting was civic work, 


and Miss Baldwin spoke on the library in 
its civic relations, and gave a report of the 
Library and Reciprocity Committee at the 
meeting at Wells, on May 3. Miss Wilson 
represented the Commission at St. Cloud, 
May 16, and also addressed the meetings at 
Hibbing, May 19, and Bemidji, May 23. It 
is interesting to note in the reports of clubs 
given at all these meetings that in spite of 
the varied interests now receiving attention 
from the State Federation, the library still 
holds an important place in club work and 
nearly all clubs are doing some definite 
work for the development of local library 
interests. In their turn librarians are close- 
ly identified with the clubs, and their co- 
operation with these active organizations 
is more and more appreciated. 


MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The tentative dates for the meeting of the 
Minnesota Library Association have been 
fixed for September 20-22 at Lake Minne- 
tonka. If satisfactory rates can be secured, 
the meetings will be held at Glen Morris 
Inn, where the large dining-room can he 
used for meetings, and which is easy of 
access for librarians in the Twin Cities. 

It is expected that President George #. 
Vincent of the State University will address 
the meeting, as well as a representative of 
the American Library Association. Full 
announcement will be given in the Septem- 
ber Library Notes and News, but in the 
meantime let every librarian begin to plan 
to be present at this meeting and also urge 
members of her board to so arrange their 
fall shopping and business trips to the cities 
that they may attend some of the sessions. 
A trustees’ round table will be arranged, 
and there will be conferences on practical 
every-day problems. The executive commit- 
tee begs for suggestions as to topics which 
are most desired for discussion. These 
should be sent to Miss Elizabeth Conner, 
Secretary, Redwood Falls, Minn. 


AIDS FOR LIBRARIANS. 
The library and social movements, a list 
of material obtainable free or at small ex- 
pense, compiled by Ono Mary Imhoff, of the 








Wisconsin Legislative Reference Lbrary. 
This list has been published by the League 
of Library Commissions, and a copy is sent 
with this number of the bulletin to every 
library in the state. It includes a list of 
material on many subjects of timely interest 
relating to government, business and social 
reform. Librarians generally realize the ne- 
cessity of serving the community by taking 
part in all efforts for social betterment, and 
this list is commended to the attention of 
every librarian in the state, not only be- 
cause of its timeliness, but because it sug- 
gests material which can be obtained at lit- 
tle or no expense, and is therefore within 
the reach of all. 

Anti-fly literature. The American Civic 
Association is conducting a vigorous anti- 
fly campaign, and offers literature on this 
subject to be distributed through the Li- 
brary Commission. As only a limited num- 
ber of the leaflets has been received, libra- 
rians who are interested in work for civic 
health and cleanliness are asked to write to 
the Commission for this material. 

Index to A. L. A. Booklist, The index to 
Volume 7 of the A. L. A. Booklist is sent 
out with the June number, and attention ‘s 
again called to the importance of preserv- 
ing this indispensable aid among the library 
tools. The volumes should be bound as 
soon as they are complete, as the current 
numbers soon become out of print, and it is 
almost impossible to replace missing num- 
bers. The index is sent to every library 
with the expectation that the volumes are 
to be bound for permanent files. 





FOR SALE. 


A large Rand, McNally map of Germany, 
listed at $6.00, is offered to any library or 
club for $1.50. In perfect condition, and 
excellent for use by a club studying this 
subject. 

Address Miss Delia P. Allen, 
Glencoe, Minn. 


CLUB LIBRARIES. 


Requests from clubs for special study 
libraries for the season of 1911-12 are being 
received daily and fifty-seven libraries have 
been assigned. A great deal of very valu- 
able material is still available, but the clubs 
which have not yet reserved their libraries 
are urged to make early application. His- 











tory libraries can still be furnished on Eng. 
land, Greece, Rome and the United States 
giving a general view or by period, and - 
American and English literature, Providing 
study for groups of significant Writers, 
Books of travel on Greece, Italy, Russia and 
U. S. West are still available, while the 
large collection of books on Household eco- 
nomics affords an interesting field for elyp 
work. 

Suggestive programs may be borrowed for 
two weeks, and the libraries are sent, as 
usual, for the club year on application 
signed by the officers of the club. The fee 
is one dollar and the club pays the trang. 
portation both ways. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


The libraries at the schools for the bling 
and the deaf are closed for the summer 
vacation, as they are in charge of members 
of the corps of teachers. The school for the 
blind loses this season the librarian who has 
been in charge for a dozen years or more, 
Miss Fannie E. Ladd. During the time of 
Miss Ladd’s connection with this library, 
the school has had entire supervision of 
all circulation of books for the blind 
throughout the state, all former pupils and 
graduates of the school being furnished with 
books from the school library, as well as 
other blind persons. In other states this 
work is done by various agencies interested 
in the blind, such as the Commission, or the 
large city libraries. But in Minnesota the 
state school for the blind has fostered and 
extended this work alone and has done it 
with thoroughness. The library at this 
school is completely classified and has a 
classed catalogue. Work in such a library 
involves a large amount of unpoetical but 
necessary manual labor in the handling of 
the folios comprising the library. The Com- 
mission regrets exceedingly that this library 
is to lose the services of Miss Ladd, who is 
to become one of the normal teachers of the 
state. 

The new Home school for girls at Sauk 
Centre has a library of about 800 volumes, 
but it is planned to purchase about two 
hundred more before the formal opening of 
the school in September. The superintend- 
ent, Mrs. Fannie French Morse, specially de 
sires to have a full line of biography not 
only in the central library, but duplicated 
for the cottages. A list of books has been 
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compiled, bringing out the lives of such 
men and women as Louisa May Alcott, Jane 
Addams, Clara Barton, Julia Ward Howe, 
Alice Freeman Palmer, Joan of Arc, Queen 
Victoria, Florence Nightingale, Dr. Grenfell, 
and others who have “done something’”’—to 
quote Mrs. Morse—for humanity. Persons 
wishing to donate books to this school are 
requested to consult Mrs. Morse or the 
Commission for the selected titles, as it is 
desirable that only special books should be 
placed in this library. A “good working 
library” and not a “collection of books” is 
what is wanted at Sauk Centre. Mrs. Morse 
is also interested to have books of out-door 
life, stories of animal life and habits, and 
other materia] which will call the attention 
of the girls to the world close about them. 
One of the customs of the school is to al- 
low the girls to have pets. They have all 
sorts, from white mice and gophers to owls! 
There is a list of such books to choose 
from, also, as well as one more miscella- 
neous. This school commands the special 
interest of all women in the state. 

The traveling libraries which are in use 
in the hospitals for the insane have recently 
made the semi-annual exchange. They came 
in from Anoka, Hastings, Rochester, and St. 
Peter. The examination of the book cards 
brings to light some interesting facts, the 
most conspicuous of which is, perhaps, that 
the intelligent use of books in hospitals as 
elsewhere depends largely on the librarian. 
In such hospitals, if the librarian is a per- 
son interested in books and reading, there 
is a much greater use of the books than 
where the library is not in charge of such 
aperson. The librarian of a hospital library 
ought to be chosen with great care, but un- 
fortunately there is usually no choice possi- 
ble, as these places are under-manned 
rather than the opposite, and have to do the 
best they can with small equipment for serv- 
ice. Notwithstanding these facts, the books 
are used constantly. The most popular ones 
at Rochester were “Huckleberry Finn,” “The 
Virginian,” “The goose girl,” “Eight cous- 
ins,” “Rose in bloom,” “Training of wild 
animals,” and “Highways and byways of 
the Mississippi Valley.” This institution 
Owns good books, which have been used 
greatly in years past and which are still the 
choice of some of the patients. The pa- 
tients are allowed to go to the library on 
certain days and select their own books. 































































As is the case anywhere in which the “open 
shelf” system prevails, a certain “mussing 
up” of things results, but all librarians know 
that this seeming disorder is a sign of a 
lively library. Word has just been received 
from Rochester to the effect that one of 
the patients has been acting as librarian 
lately in looking over the old books, throw- 
ing away those that had some portions 
missing, re-numbering the others and put- 
ting them into better shape generally. This 
is a fine arrangement, as the work in a 
library is good for every one, no matter 
what his circumstances, and cannot help 
affording some mental stimulus to the 
worker. M. E. C. 


PERSONAL. 


Miss Elizabeth Plumb, who has been libra- 
rian of the Owatonna public library since 
November, 1907, resigned that position May 
1st, and was married June 1st to Mr. John 
Dinsmore, of Owatonna. Miss Martha 
Chapin, first assistant librarian, will serve 
as assistant librarian in charge until the 
close of Miss Plumb’s unexpired term of 
office. Miss Carol Clarkson and Miss Irene 
Reynolds were elected assistants. 

Miss Flora F. Carr, of Saginaw, Mich., 
who has been assistant in the children’s de- 
partment, Carnegie Library, Pittsburg, while 
taking special work in the training school 
for children’s librarians, has been elected 
librarian at Mankato to succeed Miss van 
Buren, and will take up the work August 15, 
when Miss van Buren completes five years 
of service at Mankato. 

Miss Carr has had previous experience in 
the public libraries of Grinnell and Charles 
City, Iowa, and is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan and the Illinois Library 
School. 

Mrs. C. E. Brainerd, librarian of Albert 
Lea, has resigned her position for reasons of 
health and was succeeded April lst by Miss 
Henryetta Armstrong, who has been assist- 
ant librarian. Mrs. Brainerd has been con- 
nected with the Albert Lea public library 
since its organization, first, as secretary of 
the Ladies’ library association, and serving 
as librarian since 1900, when the library 
was made a public institution. Much of the 
success of the library is due to her faithful 
and efficient service. 

Miss Ada Still has resigned her position as 
librarian at Moorhead, and will be succeed- 
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ed August ist by Miss Jessie Whitman, who 
is now preparing for the position at summer 
school. Miss Whitman has been assistant 
librarian at the Moorhead Normal during 
the past year, where she had special charge 
of the model children’s library. 

Miss Marie Johnson has been appointed 
librarian of the public and school library at 
Hastings to succeed Miss Maude Emerson. 


NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES. 


Chatfield. The public library opened in 
April at Chatfield has had a very large pat- 
ronage, and the city council] has placed it 
on a permanent basis by appointing a libra- 
ry board, which includes the members of the 
original committee appointed to have charge 
of the project. 

Chisholm. An offer of $15,000 for a libra- 
ry building has been received from Mr. Car- 
negie. A library board has been appointed, 
and are now considering plans, 


Cloquet. A deposit station of the public 
library has been opened at the Y. M. C. A. 

Mrs. R. M. Weyerhauser has presented to 
the library a plaster cast of Beethoven. 

Duluth. Mr. William J. Sullivan, of West 
Duluth, has been selected as architect for the 
new Carnegie branch in West Duluth. Re- 
ports from this branch and that in the West 
End show a large increase in circulation 
during the past year. 

Fergus Falls. The Saturday story hour 
has been continued with success through the 
spring months. One Saturday in May was 
devoted to a meeting of the Junior Civic 
League when Mrs. Welch spoke on the duties 
of citizenship, with an attendance limited 
only by the size of the auditorium. 

Glenwood. A dictionary catalog has been 
completed by the librarian, with a few days 
assistance from Miss Carey of the Com- 
mission. 

Grand Marais. Grand Marais is probably 
the smallest village in Minnesota to have a 
library building. The building was erected 
by a society of women called the Willing 
Workers, and originally designed to be used 
for a union Sunday School, but afterwards 
deeded to the village for a library. A 
formal opening of the building took place in 
March, when a short program of music and 
speeches was given. The building is cen- 


trally located and is well lighted, pleasant 
and roomy, 











Grand Rapids. The High School chorus 
gave a concert for the benefit of the public 
library at the High School auditorium on 
April 3rd. 

Hibbing. An Arts and Crafts exhibition 
was held at the library during the lag 
week in April. The exhibit was under the 
auspices of the Ladies’ Saturday club, who 
acted as hostesses on the opening evening, 

International Falls. The public library 
was formally opened June 15, when a recep. 
tion was given, and about 200 books were 
contributed. The library opens with about 
500 books on the shelves, and will be open 
to the public every afternoon and evening 
except Monday. 

A successful benefit show and home talent 
program for the benefit of the library was 
given at the Unique Theatre through the 
kindness of its management. 


Janesville. A gift of $5,000 for a library 
building has been received from Mr, Car. 
negie and the building is already begun, 
The library board paid a visit to Mapleton 
to inspect their building, and were go 
pleased with it that the same plan was 
adopted. 

Kasson. The library has been removed 
to better rooms’\in a more suitable location, 

Le Sueur. The Monday Club of Le Sueur 
has maintained a free library for five years, 
but finding this work too great a burden and 
failing of any support from the city has 
now decided to sell membership tickets at 
$2.00 a year, this ticket entitling all the 
members of a family to the use of the 
books, 

Little Falls. A mass meeting of citizens 
was held at the library in April to discuss 
its needs, especially the need of a larger 
income for its support. There was a strong 
sentiment in favor of increasing the levy 
from seven-tenths of a mill to one mill, and 
members of the council have practically 
pledged themselves to this action. This 
increase will not be available until next 
year, and in the meantime an effort has 
been made to raise money for more books 
by popular subscription. A committee was 
appointed to canvas the town, and nearly 
$300 was obtained in this way. 


Long Prairie. The school children of 
Long Prairie will give an entertainment for 
the benefit of the library in June. The 
program will consist of the two act play 
“Little men,’ supplemented with songs, 
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drills and dances by the children and young 
people. 

Mankato. At the May meeting of the 
library board, the $1 fee charged to non- 
residents was abolished, and all residents 
of Blue Harth county are now entitled 10 
the privileges of the library. This has been 
advertised throughout the county with gra- 
tifying results. 

A case of entertaining books has been 
placed in the new rest room, making a total 
of seven deposit stations, the others being 
the county jail, Immanuel hospital, the Knit- 
ting Mills, Tinkcomville, West Mankato 
school and the Y. M. C. A. 

Minneapolis. The new Walker branch 
library on Hennepin Ave. and 29th St. was 
formally opened June 12. Hundreds of peo- 
ple visited the building during the evening. 
T. B. Walker, president of the library board, 
and donor of the site for this branch, pre- 


sented the building to the city, and the |! 


president of the council accepted in behalf 
of the city. 
is well-equipped in every department, the 
out-door reading rooms being a unique and 
attractive feature. 








The building cost $30,000 and | 


of Moorhead in early days has been pur- | 


chased and will be framed and placed upon 


me walls of the public Birary. Such pic en volunteered their services for two even- 


. “ | ings each week. Talks were given ever 
library should secure any material of this | S ain. d 


tures have great historical value, and every 


nature which is available. 


New Richland. A home talent entertain- | 





was given by Mr. Roy Chapman, May 27. 

A handsome bed of geraniums for the 
library grounds has been given by the Out- 
ing Club. 

Paynesville. A small renting collection 
of late fiction has been started. 

Plainview. The library has been re- 
moved to its new room on the ground floor 
of the new village hall, which is well locat- 
ed and admirably adapted for its purpose. 
Miss Carey, of the Commission, spent a 
week in Plainview and assisted the new 
librarian in revising records and arranging 
the books in the new room. 


Preston. For various reasons, the addi- 
tional tax to maintain a Carnegie building 
was voted down at the April election, but a 
plan is now proposed whicn it is hoped will 
meet with general approval. A new village 
hail is about to be erected, and a petition 
is being circulated urging that the library 
be built adjoining the village hall, so that 
the same heating plant could be used for 
both, and the cost of janitor service for a 
sepavate library building would be elimi- 
nated. 

Red Wing. Through the assistance of 


: | Miss Margaret Densmore and Miss Hoard, 
Moorhead. A collection of photographs | 


an interesting work has been carried on 
with the children and young people at the 
West End branch. These two young wom- 


| two weeks on various subjects, and in or- 


ment in March added $60 to the library | 


treasury. 

North Mankato. 
council, the property of the library associa- 
tion was turned over to the village, which 
will make an annual appropriation for its 
maintenance. 


Northfield. The grounds around the li- 
brary building have been planted with vines 
and shrubs. 

A silver tea was given at the library in 
April, when an exhibit of water colors was 
displayed by Mrs. M. C. Mowery. 


Owatonna. A corner of the children’s 
Toom has been given to the Boy Scouts for 
their use. All books of special use to them 
are placed there and there is a bulletin 
board for interesting items, and notices sent 
out by the Scout master. 

A lecture on Birds and bird protection 





At arecent meeting of the 


der to arouse an interest in birds, prizes 
were offered for bird-houses. The contest 
closed May 1st when twenty-two bird-houses 
were submitted, and the prizes awarded. 
Talks were given on Birds and how to at- 


| tract them and on the Boy Scout movement. 


There were 160 present. The total attend- 
ance at the branch during April was 1,246 


| children and 255 adults. 


Renville. The Publicity club has ap- 
pointed a committee to start a public libra- 
ry, and the board of education has prepared a2 
room in the school house for this purpose. 


Rushford. At the annual meeting of the 
Stevens Library association it was voted to 
ask the council to levy a one mill tax for 
the support of the library. The council has 
agreed to do this, so that an annual income 
of about $200 is assured. 

St. Peter. A fine entertainment of mov- 
ing pictures and music was given for the 
benefit of the library April 28. The net 





proceeds amounted to $113.10 which will ve 
spent for new books. 

Sandstone. The story-hours started vy 
the library board in January have been held 
every two weeks until the last of May, the 
different grades from first to eighth being 
invited in groups on alternate days. 

Two Harbors. The county’ extension 
work has been inaugurated successfully 
with the establishment of stations at Beaver 
Bay, Highland, Little Marais, Knife River, 
and Section 30. All these places have been 
visited by Miss Borresen, who also visited 
the school libraries incidentally and has 
assisted the teachers in arranging their 
books to better advantage. 

Virginia. The site of the present library 
building is to be sold to the Canadian North- 
ern Ry. and the library board is negotiat- 
ing for a new site and considering plans for 
a new building which will more satisfac- 
torily meet the growing needs of Virginia. 











Wabasha. The library of the Ladieg 
Library Association has been formally trans. 
ferred to the city, and was opened as a free 
public library on April 22. Miss Pringle of 
the Library Commission was present ang 
held two story-hours for the children, which 
were well attended and appreciated. On 
the following Tuesday evening, Dr. Luther 
Allan Weigle, of Carleton College, spoke at 
the library on the value of a library to the 
community. The library will be open three 
evenings each week and on Saturday after. 
noon. Miss Perrie Jones is librarian. 

Wells. Mr. Arthur Kachel, of South Bend, 
Ind., gave a reading of The music master 
for the benefit of the library on April 6th. 
The net proceeds were $30. 

White Bear. Miss Carey, the Commis. 
sion organizer, spent several weeks at 
White Bear during April and May, assisting 
the librarian in classifying the library, and 
making a Shelf-list and title catalog. 

















